An interactive videodisc 'cancer patients and their families at home', designed for education in primary health care.
This article describes the development of an interactive videodisc program to support professional education in the field of cancer for the primary health care team. Based on a survey of needs, it concentrates on common symptoms and their control, and problems in communication. The educational approach adopted was chosen on the basis of an extensive consideration of the needs, and what was felt most appropriate for adult learners. Plans were carefully reviewed at each stage, with external advisers, and the prototype system independently evaluated in four sites before completing the package. With financial backing from the 'Europe against Cancer' initiative of the European Commission, and close cooperation with national practitioners, Dutch, German, Greek and Portuguese versions of the package have been developed. Local differences in practice are taken into account and translations of key aspects are provided.